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FOREIGN DEPARTMENT 

IN CHAHGE OF 

LAVINIA L. DOCK, R.N. 
LETTERS FROM DENMARK 

Since the time of the San Francisco meetings no word had been re- 
ceived from Denmark in regard to the International Council of Nurses, 
until a few days ago. This was accounted for by us as a by-product of 
the world-war — of course an accidental, unintentional by-product, and 
this proves correct. A Danish nurse, arriving in New York recently 
brought letters from Mrs. Henny Tscherning, president of the Inter- 
national Council, including copies of those written a year ago and never 
received. Several from this side must also have been lost. Mrs. 
Tscherning, like the rest of us, feels dubious as to the near possibility 
of a truly successful meeting of the International Council of Nurses in 
a European country. For my part, as secretary of the Council, it 
seems dear that we must prepare to push our next meeting date a 
little further on than 1918, as the continuance of war is making it too 
close to give us time to prepare for a date only a little more than a 
year off. And, as it was our country's turn to hold a Congress and 
only a business meeting was possible at San Francisco, it might be 
better for us to make another attempt, when the time does come, to 
hold the next meeting here. 

In this connection I would like to emphasize afresh and with a 
little more explanation the point of view of some of us on this side — 
Miss Wald and the whole Settlement group, and others, as to prepared- 
ness for war — why we oppose and resist it. It has not needed the 
tragic and terrible example of Europe to inspire our sentiments, neither 
are we lacking in profound sympathy for the nations so fearfully af- 
flicted. 

War is an integral part of the competitive system. It is the flower 
and fruit of competition. In war, such as rages in Europe, we see only 
the inevitable, acute stage of industrial and commercial warfare which 
is present with us all, in more or less sub-acute stages, wherever cut- 
throat competition is the accepted policy. 

We believe that cooperation is the law of life and growth; competi- 
tion, of destruction and death. War is avoidable through men's ac- 
tions. It does not come by natural agencies like flood or lightning or 
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cyclone, it is not even like a contagious disease, which is indeed spread 
by man's ignorance or carelessness, but without plan or purpose on his 
part. War arises from man's actions toward his brother man, his 
words to him, his feelings toward him. In proportion as he practices 
justice and regard for others, war is preventable. As he indulges jeal- 
ousy and hatred, war is inevitable. 

And we regard preparedness for war as a hot house and cultivator 
for jealousy, suspicion and hatred. Energies devoted to preparation for 
war are energies taken away from the saving, wholesome, living forces 
of international friendship and cooperation. No one can at one and 
the same time work for competition and for cooperation. Each must 
choose one or the other, 

The nations plunged over the abyss at the end of their competitive 
race could at last, when the crisis came, do no other than they have 
done. But now if ever is the time for ours and all neutral countries to 
recognize the peril of national shortsightedness and to assert more 
strongly than before the saving power of the International Idea — the 
world our one common country, international association and organi- 
zation for world law the only hope for the future. 



TOO LATE FOR CLASSIFICATION 

The Missouri State Nurses' Association will hold its tenth 
annual meeting in Kansas City, October 18, 19 and 20, at the Coates 
House, Tenth and Baltimore Streets. On the afternoon of the 18th, 
Agnes G. Deans of Detroit, a member of the Revision Committee of 
the American Nurses' Association, will be present and there will be 
a discussion on reorganization and the proposed districting of the state 
to conform with the membership clause of the American Nurses' 
Association. As last year, beside the general sessions, there will be 
special sessions for the Red Cross, Public Health League, and Private 
Duty Nurses. Reservations should be made with the hotel; rates are, 
for one person: room with bath, $1.50 and up; without bath, $1 and up. 



